When the people of Midland, Michigan, heard in November 1998 that toxic dust had been spilled repeatedly at The Dow Chemical Company's plant there, concern and confusion followed. While the chemical giant kept largely silent, rumors spread about the chemicals contained in the dust and what effect they might have on humans and the environment. Some environmentalists accused Dow of trying to hide or understate its pollution problems.
In the year that followed, Dow changed its stance, allowing environmentalists to take a firsthand look at many of its Midland processes and suggest ways to cut toxic emissions. The result of that cooperative effort has been a 43% C reduction in the chemicals released into the air and water by the Midland plant-waste reductions that are saving Dow over $ 5 million a year. Critics charge that such reports may unnecessarily alarm the public because they do not require reporting of the toxicity of the substances released, just the amount.
Gas Stoves May Increase Asthma Attacks
Studies by researchers at the University of California at San Francisco have determined that frequent use of gas cooking stoves by asthma sufferers increases their chances of serious asthma attacks. Focusing on the asthma-related emergency room visits of more than 500 adult asthma patients, the research team found that those who used a gas cooking stove seven or more times per week had double the rate of such visits compared to those who used this type of stove less frequently or not at all.
The researchers theorize that the increase in asthma attacks may be due to nitrogen dioxide released by the gas stoves while they are in use.
Friendly Fire
Focusing on the 700 million bullets fired annually at its 3,000 firing ranges nationwide, the U.S. Army's environmental research headquarters at the Picatinny Arsenal in New Jersey has developed a two-step plan to reduce the amount of lead found in firing range soils.
The RangeSafe program uses a new remediation method in which soil is floated in columns of water, allowing the lead to sink and be captured. Lead-absorbing plants are used to remove the remaining lead from the soil. The plants are then processed to remove the lead for use in batteries.
To prevent more lead from accumulating in the soil at the firing ranges, the second part of the Army's plan involves the development of a "green bullet" made of the inert metal tungsten. An Army spokesman says these new technologies are part of the Army's Range 21 initiative to improve the environmental quality of its training and testing sites.
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